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History: Automotive Substance legislation

• End-Of-Life Directive Vehicles (ELV 2000/53/EC)

– Prove recyclability above (progressive) target

• 2015: re-use and recovery 95% ; re-use and recycling 85%

– Prove absence of heavy metals
• States shall ensure that materials and components of vehicles put on the market after 1 July 

2003 do not contain lead, mercury, cadmium or hexavalent chromium other than in cases 
listed in Annex II under the conditions specified therein.

– Limited to passenger cars & vans <3,5t  (cat M1, N1)



Automotive compliance to ELV directive

• Initiative by consortium of 9 OEM’s → currently 51 OEM’s

• June 2000: Setup of International Materials Data System (IMDS, www.mdsystem.com)

– Online database for materials declarations from the complete supply chain

– From 2005 onwards also includes declaration of GADSL substances

• (Global Automotive Declarable Substance List, www.gadsl.org)

– Since inception of REACH, includes REACH SVHC List

• Challenge: supplier cooperation (down the supply chain)

– Often coupled to PPAP to enhance supplier responsiveness

PS… Other online material declaration database systems:

- BOMcheck : mostly electronics industry

- CAMDS = China Automotive Materials Data System

http://www.mdsystem.com/
http://www.gadsl.org/


IMDS basics

• Request your suppliers to fill in IMDS sheet per part – or part family 

• Complete supply chain involved. Cascade down to next Tier. 

• Use BOM structure (flat BOM allowed for for instance PCB’s)

• Generic base materials (i.e. steels, aluminium, dry coating 
compositions etc) already available in IMDS

• Suppliers can use max 10% wildcards/confidential substances,      
those cannot be on GADSL or REACH SVHC List

• No visibility of Supply Chain beyond 1st Tier

• Free of Charge for Suppliers;  OEM’s pay subscription fees



IMDS example - bolt

Bolt

Bolt material

EC coating

Passivation

Sealer

CAS # SVHCWeight



REACH Legislation Art 33 (SVHC communication)

• REACH Text: Communication required if article contains >0,1% SVHC

– B2B : immediate

– End-customer: upon request within 45 days

• Definition of ‘article’ as per European Court of Justice sept 2015:

– “each of the articles, incorporated as a component of a complex product, is 
covered by the relevant duties to notify and provide information, when they 
contain an SVHC in a concentration above 0.1% of their mass.”

• Automotive implementation of ECJ ruling: 

– Communication to customers if a part contains >0,1% SVHC in a so-called
node (=sub-(sub-sub- ..)-component) in its IMDS Sheet



REACH communication Automotive

- Supply chain to OEM’s:  via IMDS

- OEM to customers

- Statement at point of sales of vehicle

- Statement at point of sales of Part



Example Vehicle SVHC Communication

Example.. Part of tekst from: 
https://www.volvocars.com/ph/supp
ort/topics/use-your-car/licenses-and-
type-approvals

15 SVHC’s in total in a Volvo V90

https://www.volvocars.com/ph/support/topics/use-your-car/licenses-and-type-approvals


Example Parts SVHC Communication

Communication by Automotive supplier Schaeffler: https://webcat.schaeffler.com/

https://webcat.schaeffler.com/


Example Parts SVHC Communication

Communication by Automotive supplier Hella:   https://cat.hella.com/

https://cat.hella.com/


To support the circular economy:

- SVHC content of articles to be put in new SCIP Database as per Jan ’21   
- Industry input ongoing

Upcoming related Legislation
Waste Frame Directive



SCIP database planning EU



Industry Feedback
i.e. from German industry Associations to German Bundesamt Umwelt

1) SCIP requires much more info as 
compared to REACH Art 33

2) For Automotive Industry: 
current IMDS tool by far 
insufficient. 

Sweeping changes needed in IMDS  
including reentry of current data 

Industry lobby ongoing.. Also in NL



IMDS Data → Foreseen SCIP input
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